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Web of Science includes all the primary areas of the Physical and Life Sciences, as well as the Social Sciences 
and Humanities.  Covers 1993 – present. Web of Science is not the best database for finding full-text articles 
but it is an excellent database for learning about the latest research related to a particular topic. 
 

HOW TO ACCESS 
 
1. This database is available from the Library’s Electronic Databases page 
<http://rattler.tamucc.edu/metalib/metalib.html> click on “Biology” databases from the main QuickSearch page. 
Off campus users must enter username and student ID. 
 
2. For instructions on accessing databases remotely see: <http://rattler.tamucc.edu/offcampus/offcampus.html> 

 
HOW TO SEARCH 

 
 

 
 
 
 
1. At the default Web of Science Search screen, Type in your topic term(s) using a connector if there is more 
than one term, i.e. Embryonic AND stem cells,  
 
2. Type in the Author if you have one in mind 
 
3. One may also type in a Publication Name  
 
4. One may also include additional fields including Year Published, Document Type and Language:  
 

http://rattler.tamucc.edu/metalib/metalib.html
http://rattler.tamucc.edu/offcampus/offcampus.html


The default Web of Science search screen will search all of the available years and the contents of all 3 of the 
indexes: Science Citation Index Expanded, the Social Sciences Citation Index and the Arts and Humanities 
Citation Index. 
  

HOW TO VIEW 
 
Once you have executed a search, the results will appear with the most current citations listed first: 
 

 
 
 
Many of the records of articles pulled by Web of Science will not include full text but just an abstract (a 
summary) and other information about the article. If a Full-Text button appears below the article, click on this 
link to pull up the full text of the article. In most cases the link will connect to another website with access to 
full-text in a PDF version of the article.  
 
As noted, the vast majority of records in Web of Science consist of abstracts of articles as opposed to full-text.  
 
An example of a typical Web of Science document record is below: 
 

  
 
The record consists of the following details: 
 
1. Basic Article information: Title, Author(s), Source (Publication name), Volume and Issue Number, the Pages 
of Publication and the Date of Publication. 
 
2. Citation Information: This feature is unique to Web of Science. For each article, Web of Science lists the 
number of Cited References (the number of other articles, books etc. listed in the references section) and Times 
Cited (the number of times the article itself has been cited in other articles). Times Cited is a measure of the 
article’s influence on other scholarship.     
 



3. Abstract: This is a summary of the article and provides information about the key findings described in the 
article  
 
4. Additional Document Information: Document Type (Article, Letter, Review, etc.), Subject Keywords 
associated with the article, physical and e-mail addresses associated with the authors and the journal publisher, 
and the general subject category associated with the article, in this case, Oncology.   
 

 
 

 
 
 

HOW TO PRINT, E-MAIL, AND SAVE RECORDS 
 
One may print, e-mail, or add to a marked list any document records from Web of Science by clicking on the 
respective icons under the article title in the record. Saving (without using Endnote Web) requires clicking on 
“More Options”. The output of the Print function for this record is seen below: 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
The interface of the E-Mail function is seen below: 
 

 
 

HOW TO BEGIN A NEW SEARCH 
 
To conduct a new search, click on the “Search” button on the database toolbars located at the top left of the 
screen. Click on “Clear” to clear the subject terms used in your previous search. 
 

 
 

HOW TO QUIT 
 
Click on the “Log out” button of the menu bar. 
 

 
 
01/2008, MP 


	HOW TO ACCESS
	HOW TO SEARCH
	HOW TO VIEW
	HOW TO PRINT, E-MAIL, AND SAVE RECORDS
	HOW TO BEGIN A NEW SEARCH
	HOW TO QUIT



